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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 16626 120743Z 

21 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SNM-02 DEAE-00 JUSE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 H-02 /021 W 

035553 

R 120548Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9466 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 16626 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, BM, TH 
SUBJ: OPIUM CARAVAN 

REF: STATE 184042 

THE FOLLOWING TEL REC'D FM CHIANG MAI DATED 7 AUG 75 SENT 
ACTION BANGKOK REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE 

CHIANG MAI 0195 

1. AP WIRE STORY OF JULY 21 ON OPIUM CARAVAN DESCRIBED IN REFTEL 
CONTAINED NUMBER OF INACCURACIES, AS FOLLOWS: 

A. CARAVAN CONSISTED OF 50 NOT RPT NOT 100 MEN. 

B. AMOUNT OF OPIUM CARRIED WAS 320 KILOS NOT THREE TONS. 

C. CARAVAN WAS NOT FIRST ONE SINCE APRIL; ANOTHER CARAWAN WAS 
HIT IN JUNE. 

2. COMMENT: FOUR BPP KILLED (TWO CARAVAN MEMBERS WERE ALSO KILLED) 
IN THIS OPERATION ARE FIRST FATALITIES EVERY SUFFERED BY THAI POLICE 
IN NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION OPERATION OPERATION IN NORTH. AS RESULT. 
FEELING IN BPP HEADQUARTERS RUNNING HIGH TO TAKE REVENCE AGAINST 
TRAFFICKERS. 

OPIUM IN CARAVAN DESTINED FOR CHIANG MAI DEALER; SUSPECT REFERENCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 16626 120743Z 

TO SALE ON FOREIGN MARKET MEANT ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. NO 
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WAY OF KNOWING IF SOME OF IT EVENTUALLY WOULD HAVE REACHED US 
MARKET. PUZZLED BY QUOTE ATTRIBUTED TO CHAVALIT RE "EXPECT MORE 
OPIUM CARAVANS MOVING THROUGH NORTHERN THAILAND" SINCE LATTER HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN PRIMARY DESTINATION CARAVANS FROM BURMA. MOREOVER, 

FROM FALL OF INDOCHIAN STATES TILL NOW, THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY 
NOTICEABLE INCREASE IN CARAVAN TRAFFIC ENTERING NORTH THAILAND. 

(DEPT. MAY ALSO WISH TO DRAW ON CLASSIFIED REPORT ABOUT THIS 
INCIDENT SENT VIA OTHER CHANNELS AND CHIANG MATS 0190 SENT 
WASHINGTON.) SIGNED HARBIN UNQUOTE 
WHITEHOUSE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OPIUM, DRUG ABUSE, DRUG CONTROL, REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGK016626 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750277-0973 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750858/aaaabysk.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 184042 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hartledg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 FEB 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <10 FEB 2004 by hartledg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OPIUM CARAVAN 

TAGS: SNAR, BM, TH 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 
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